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Welcome to SAIS 2’s Annual Southern Africa Innovation
Forum 2021!
Join these sessions to find out how we can all push the
boundaries of innovation and entrepreneurship.

EXPANDING ENTREPRENEURIAL
ECOSYSTEMS IN THE SADC REGION
21 September 2021, 14:00–15:30

In this session, the panellists will investigate gaps in the entrepreneurial
ecosystem in SADC, and discuss the different roles ecosystem actors play to
make the ecosystem work and grow. The panellists will also discuss how and why
organisations choose to expand into other markets beyond their own ecosystem,
and the circumstances that allow them to do so.

MR PATRICK KRAPPIE
Interim Chief Executive Officer,
Technology Innovation Agency (TIA)
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Patrick Krappie has a strong management background, and is an Honours
(Economics) graduate. He served as a diplomat for eight years, representing South
Africa as a negotiator in the World Trade Organisation, World Intellectual Property
Organisation and the United Nations Conference for Trade and Development. In
addition, he served in the OECD Development Assistance committees, where South
Africa is an associate member. He then joined the Presidential Task Team, serving
as Deputy Envoy in the negotiation for the establishment of the BRICS, the latter’s
participation and association with the G8, and the ultimate establishment of G20.
His latest venture involved the establishment of the Technology Innovation Agency
(TIA) in 2009, facilitating the merger of seven of the Department of Science and
Innovation’s pre-existing business entities. Since then, he has served in various
senior management and executive roles, and currently serves as acting CEO of TIA.
Website: www.tia.org.za | Facebook: TIAORGZA | Twitter: @tiaorgza

Annual Southern Africa Innovation Forum 2021

MR ILARI LINDY
Lead Expert, SAIS 2 Programme
MODERATOR

Ilari Patrick Lindy is the Lead Expert at the Southern Africa Innovation Support
Programme (SAIS 2) based in Windhoek, Namibia. Before joining SAIS 2, he worked
as Senior Operations Officer at the World Bank in Washington D.C. on digital
innovation and development. Ilari has served as a Senior Advisor in the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs for Finland on information society and innovation as well as
in various positions in European Union institutions and bodies related to digital
innovation and entrepreneurship.
Website: saisprogramme.org | Facebook: SAISProgramme2 |
Twitter: @SAISProgramme

MR BUNTU MAJAJA

Director: Entrepreneurship Ecosystem and Digital
Innovation at SA Innovation Summit, South Africa
SPEAKER

Buntu has been active as an entrepreneur since university. Starting with
a background in chemical engineering, he took his first steps into the
business world as a strategy and innovation consultant. He has since been
on two startup journeys with hundreds of users and worked with 1000+
entrepreneurs. Today, he builds digital solutions for entrepreneurship
and education.
He is the Director of Digital Innovation and Ecosystems at the SA Innovation
Summit, where he looks after the TechTribe Accelerator and TechTribe Community.
He is a data science enthusiast and property investor, and authored the book
Starting Your Start-Up in 90 days. He also hosts the Ubuntu Dreams Podcast – Your
Voice of Africa Rising.
Buntu dreams of touching millions of African entrepreneurs and lives through
innovation and investing in innovative solutions in education, real estate, food
security, water, and renewable energy.
Website: innovationsummit.co.za | Facebook: @innovsummit |
Twitter: sainnovation

Annual Southern Africa Innovation Forum 2021

MR DAVID SEBULON
Founder: Glowdom, Namibia
SPEAKER

Sebulon David is working on education information systems to digitise processes
in Africa. He founded Glowdom, an EdTech company with the purpose of
connecting Africa and making a difference. Sebulon wants Glowdom to become
a clear alternative of any company operating within and outside Namibia, while
taking advantage of technological developments to do its business. Through
Glowdom, Sebulon aims to develop human resources and create jobs and
business opportunities for Africans, especially the youth and women. Sebulon
holds a degree in Computer Science from the University of Namibia, and serves as
a Mandela Washington fellow for young African leaders, as well as an ambassador
in Namibia for UNESCO and SAP Africa Code Week and the Africa Code Challenge.
Website: glowdom.com | Facebook: david.seblon | Twitter: @glowdom1

MS ANNELINE MORGAN
Senior Programme Officer: Science, Technology
and Innovation, SADC Secretariat, Botswana
SPEAKER

Ms Morgan assumed the role of Senior Programme Officer responsible for Science,
Technology and Innovation (STI) at the SADC Secretariat under the Directorate for
Industrial Development and Trade in June 2019. From 2014 until 2019, Ms Morgan
was seconded to the SADC Secretariat as the Senior Technical Advisor: STI, by the
South African government through the Department of Science and Technology,
where she was responsible for facilitating and coordinating regional science,
technology, and innovation (STI) policies; strategies; and programmes in support
of SADC Member States. Prior to her secondment to the SADC Secretariat, she held
the position of Director: Africa Cooperation at the South African Department of
Science and Technology (2007–2014), where she was responsible for managing
international engagements and partnerships with African countries in the area of
science and technology. Ms Morgan has many years of experience in championing
regional and international cooperation in science, technology, and innovation
through several initiatives, programmes, and projects.
Website: www.sadc.int | Facebook: sadc.int | Twitter: @SADC_News
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AMBASSADOR ANNE
LAMMILA
Ambassador of Finland to South Africa
CLOSING KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Ambassador Lammila is newly arrived in South Africa from Saint Petersburg,
Russian Federation, where she worked as the Consul-General of Finland. Previous
ambassadorial posts in Ms Lammila’s career include Ambassador-at-Large for
Global Women’s Issues and Gender Equality (2015–2017) and Ambassador to Mexico
accredited to Cuba, Haiti, and Central America (2011–2015). Previously, she was the
Deputy Head of Mission of the Finnish Embassy in Washington (2007–2011) and
held various directorship positions in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland,
including in the Americas and Asia department. She was also the Deputy Permanent
Delegate in Finland’s Permanent Mission to UNESCO, in Paris (1995–2000). Earlier
in her career, Ms Lammila served in the Finnish Embassies in Madrid and Brasilia.
She holds a Master of Science Degree in Economics and Business Administration
from the Turku School of Economics and Business Administration.
Website: um.fi
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ON-SITE AND ONLINE SESSION
21 September 2021, 14:00–15:30:
Expanding Entrepreneurial Ecosystems
in the SADC Region
ONLINE SESSION
23 September 2021, 10:00–10:40:
Steps to Take Before Entering the Market
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23 September 2021, 10:40–11:20:
Support Instruments for Expanding
into New Markets

STEPS TO TAKE BEFORE ENTERING
THE MARKET

SESSION
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23 September 2021, 10:00 - 10:40

In this session, the panellists will investigate gaps in the entrepreneurial
ecosystem in SADC, and discuss the different roles ecosystem actors play to
make the ecosystem work and grow. The panellists will also discuss how and why
organisations choose to expand into other markets beyond their own ecosystem,
and the circumstances that allow them to do so.

MS ALEXANDRA FRASER
Business Director: Viridian, Co-Founder & Board
Member: ABAN, Co-Founder & Partner: Dazzle Angels,
Co-founder: African Angel Academy, South Africa
MODERATOR

Alexandra Fraser is the Founder of Viridian, an innovation agency that designs
and delivers early-stage entrepreneur and investor programmes, research, and
strategy. She is also an angel investor and startup advocate, and is passionate
about building a vibrant, sustainable, high-growth entrepreneurial ecosystem and
culture across Africa to drive economic growth and job creation. She is deeply
embedded and connected with the entrepreneurial, investment, and innovation
communities through her involvement with various organisations and as an
independent strategic consultant.
Alex has over 18 years’ experience in the early-stage investment space, is a founding
member of ABAN (African Business Angels Network); a co-founder of Dazzle Angels
(www.dazzleangels.com); and a co-founded the African Angel Academy (www.
africanangelacademy.com), the first online training programme for African angel
investors, delivered by experienced angels. She holds a BSc in Molecular Biology
and a Post Graduate Diploma in Entrepreneurship from the University of Cape
Town, as well as a Master’s Degree in International Business and Emerging Markets
from the University of Edinburgh.
Website: viridian.africa | Instagram: viridianafrica
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MR KIKOLO MWAKASUNGULA
Project Manager at African Forestry, Tanzania
SPEAKER

Kikolo is an experienced Programme Manager at African Forestry (AF) with a history
of working in the natural resources and environmental sector. His work emphasises
lobbying and advocacy for an enabling business environment in commercial
forestry. Currently, he is working on building the resilience of commercial forestry
startups in Tanzania. Kikolo is skilled in research, management, and leadership,
and has a strong professional background in consulting. He has a Master’s Degree
in Environmental and Natural Resource Economics from Sokoine University of
Agriculture.
Website: www.african-forestry.org | Facebook: africanforestry |
Twitter: @AfForestry

DR ASKWAR HILONGA
Professor at Nelson Mandela African Institution
of Science and Technology, Tanzania
SPEAKER

Prof. Askwar Hilonga is the winner of 22 reputable awards, including World Health
Organization (WHO) Health Prize, Pitch@Palace, and the Africa Prize for Engineering
Innovation 2015, which is sponsored by the British Royal Academy of Engineering.
He invented the Nanofilter®, a low-cost water filter. Prof. Hilonga holds a patent
and trademark for the Nanofilter, and has to date published 55 articles and two
books. He serves as a role model for the Academia for Society and Industry, an
approach championed by NM-AIST University, where he works as a professor. He
completed his PhD in Chemical Engineering (2010) in South Korea.
Website: www.nm-aist.ac.tz | Facebook: NMAISTArusha | Twitter: @NM_AIST

SUPPORT INSTRUMENTS FOR
EXPANDING INTO NEW MARKETS

SESSION
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23 September 2021, 10:40 - 11:20

ASAIF’s third and final session will delve into how an organisation can expand
its product/service offering into another market, and look at what support
instruments and mechanisms can be used to successfully establish business
operations in a new environment.

DR BUDZANANI TACHEBA
Director of Innovation and Technology, Botswana
Innovation Hub, Botswana
MODERATOR

Budzanani is currently Acting Chief Executive Officer at the Botswana Innovation
Hub, and serves as Executive Director, Innovation and Technology, where he oversees
innovation support programmes and technology entrepreneurship development,
facilitating R&D, innovation, and technology funding/commercialisation. Previously
held positions include Research Fellow at the University of Botswana (ORI); Regional
Coordinator, Global Monitoring for Food Security Consortium Project (SADC-ESA);
and interim Coordinator in the Botswana Innovation Hub Project Office.
He has 20 years’ cumulative experience in academia (R&D), industry (product
development) and government (science, technology, and innovation policy). He
served as non-executive director in the Medical Education Partnership Initiative
Advisory Board and currently serves on the Botswana Geoscience Institute and
Botswana Postal Services Limited Boards, amongst others. He is the Chairman of
the Advisory Board for the Physics and Astronomy department at the Botswana
International University of Science and Technology (BIUST). In addition, he is also
the co-editor of Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy Making: Its Trends and
Objectives in Developing Countries. Harvard Executive Education Alumni in Science
Technology and Innovation Policy.
Website: www.bih.co.bw | Facebook: YourBIH | Twitter: @Your_BIH
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MR INNOCENT MALLYA
General Manager at Seedstars Tanzania, Tanzania
SPEAKER

Innocent Mallya is a technology fanatic who came from the banking sector before
joining the fast-growing tech ecosystem in Tanzania in mid-2018. He now manages
one of the largest hubs in East Africa, Seedspace Dar es Salaam, which has the
main focus of investing in tech startups in emerging markets. As the Seedspace
General Manager, Innocent has worked closely with Tanzanian startups in the past
year, helping them to grow their businesses and become investment ready. This
role gives him more time to focus on working with the young minds and talents in
Tanzania, mostly helping them to build new ventures for the future.
Website: www.seedspace.co/en/cities/tanzaniadaressalaam |
Facebook: seedspacedaressalaam | Twitter: @Seedstars

PROF. STEPHEN FOX
Senior Scientist at VTT Technical Research
Centre of Finland
SPEAKER

Stephen Fox PhD DSc is a Principal Scientist at the VTT Technical Research Centre
of Finland. He is representing the Digilogic Project (https://digilogic.africa), which is
focused on boosting cooperation and partnerships between European and African
digital innovation hubs (DIHs). Dr Fox is leading Digilogic’s one-year programme
to provide support for innovators in Europe and Africa who aim to solve four
challenges related to the improvement of logistics in both continents. Digilogic’s
call for proposals to improve logistics will be opened in May 2022, and proposals
are invited from Ghana, Nigeria, Zambia, Finland, Germany, Italy, Botswana, Kenya,
Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, and Zimbabwe.
Website: digilogic.africa | Facebook: DigilogicAfrica | Twitter: @DIGILOGIC_EU
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MS LERATO MDULI

Partner Projects Lead & Executive Director at
Catalyst for Growth, South Africa
SPEAKER

Entrepreneur, management consultant, and enterprise development specialist
Lerato Mdluli has supported the growth of entrepreneurs for over a decade in
several sub-Saharan countries. Her background has given her experience in and
insight on the business support environment, both as an entrepreneur and as a
business support provider, and the personal development and growth needs of
entrepreneurs at the helm of many SMMEs across the African continent. This has
enabled her to thrive in her new role at Catalyst for Growth, where she works in
the monitoring and evaluation of BDS programmes. Her educational background
includes qualifications in Management Accounting (CIMA), Accounting Science
(B.Compt) and certificates in Small Business Enrichment and Entrepreneurship
from the University of Johannesburg.
Website: www.catalystforgrowth.org | Facebook: c4gsa | Twitter: @C4Gsa

The Annual Southern Africa Innovation Forum (ASAIF)
brings together business, government, donors, NGOs, and
communities around issues of entrepreneurship and youth,
and catalyses partnerships for action. In this way, ASAIF
raises stakeholders’ collective awareness of best practices
in innovation ecosystems, contributing to more inclusive
business and employment.

The Southern Africa Innovation Support
Programme (SAIS 2) is a regional
development initiative supported by
Finland’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs
in partnership with the ministries
responsible for science, technology, and
innovation in Botswana, Namibia, South
Africa, Tanzania, and Zambia as well
as the Southern African Development
Community (SADC) Secretariat. The
programme supports the growth of
new businesses by strengthening
innovation ecosystems and promoting
cross-border collaboration between
innovation role players in Southern
Africa. It applies three tools to further
these aims: innovation funding, capacity
building, and knowledge and networking.
For more information, please go to
saisprogramme.org.
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