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About this Slush
Side Event
Welcome to Rethink Africa: Expanding Opportunities through
Technology and Collaboration.
The African startup scene is filled with entrepreneurs displaying
unbridled resourcefulness, unbelievable talent, and unlimited
potential. Tonight, we will be exploring the talent, potential, and
opportunities available in and with Africa’s entrepreneurship
ecosystem.
This event features the BOOST UP 2021 Final Pitch Competition,
which showcases 11 of Southern Africa’s brightest early-stage
ventures. These talented entrepreneurs are exploring the
feasibility of their proposed products and services while solving
crucial social challenges in their communities.
While the judges deliberate to choose the best pitches,
there will be a short panel discussion featuring on Rethink
Africa: Expanding Opportunities through Technology and
Collaboration.
Finally, we will announce the winners before moving to the
networking mixer.
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PROGRAMME

17:30		

Arrival, registration, selection of name tags

17:40		

Master of ceremonies opens event

17:42		

Introduction to hosting partner SAIS 2

17:44		

BOOST UP pitches and judge questioning

17:55		

Introduction to hosting partner Think Africa

17:57		

BOOST UP pitches and judge questioning

18:14		
		

Introduction to hosting partner AGS Zambia and
the Zambian business delegation

18:20		

BOOST UP pitches and judge questioning

18:37		

Introduction to hosting partner Ambitious.Africa

18:39		

BOOST UP pitches and judge questioning

18:55		
		

Panel discussion: Rethink Africa: Expanding 			
Opportunities through Technology and Collaboration

19:15		
		

Networking mixer and announcement of
BOOST UP 2021 winners

20:00		

Programme ends
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Speakers & Panellists
Master of Ceremonies:

Moderator for Panel Discussion:

Funzi

the Southern Africa
Innovation Collective and
These Hands GSSE

Thabiso Mashaba

Aape Pohjavirta

Aape Pohjavirta is the Founder and Chief
Evangelist of Funzi, a mobile learning and
information service for emerging markets.
He has become a recognised industry
leader with a vision on how science,
technology, and innovation will contribute
to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development. Aape is a
passionate entrepreneurship coach and a
frequent lecturer in universities, incubators,
and acceleration programmes.

Thabiso Blak Mashaba is a strategist, cultural
economist, policymaker, development practitioner,
and social entrepreneur. He is the Co-Founder and
CEO of These Hands GSSE, a global for-profit social
enterprise based in Botswana which supports
rural community innovators and entrepreneurs in
developing countries. As an enabler for international
development work, These Hands GSSE has also
developed a social media platform that is dedicated
to international development and co-creative design
work that does not require the internet to use.

Panellist:

Panellist:

Founder and CEO of
Fuzu Ltd

Co-Founder and CEO
of Bantaba

JUSSI HINKKANEN

Lamin K Darboe

Fuzu is Africa’s #1 career platform, nominated
as one of the most promising start-ups
on the continent. Fuzo believe that every
human being is born with a talent, but lack
of opportunities and support makes them
fall short of their potential. With this in mind
Jussi founded Fuzu back in 2014. Prior to
that he was the Vice President of Corporate
Relations and Business Environment for the
Middle-East and Africa at Nokia, specifically
focussing on governments, non-governmental
organisations, innovation hubs and corporate
partners.

Bantaba aims to connect the African diaspora with
startups addressing Africa’s biggest challenges.
Through Bantaba, the diaspora can identify and
engage with African startups, providing mentoring,
coaching, consulting, and investments. Lamin, who is
originally from Gambia, studied at Bocconi University
in Milan before moving to Stockholm to pursue his
master’s at the Stockholm School of Economics.
Together with a couple of international students
from Africa that he met in Stockholm he then came
up with Bantaba, a digital platform that makes it
possible for the African Diaspora to give their talent
to the continent.
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About the Partners

The Southern Africa Innovation Support Programme
The Southern Africa Innovation Support Programme (SAIS 2) is a regional initiative that supports the growth
of new businesses. This is done by strengthening innovation ecosystems and promoting cross-border
collaboration between innovation role players in Southern Africa. SAIS 2 focuses on early-stage enterprises
and young entrepreneurs, connecting innovation ecosystems, and promoting innovations serving socially or
economically disadvantaged people.
SAIS 2 is supported by the Government of Finland in partnership with the ministries responsible for science,
technology, and innovation in Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania, and Zambia as well as the
secretariat of the Southern African Development Community (SADC).
saisprogramme.org

The Southern Africa Innovation Collective
The Southern Africa Innovation Collective (SAIC) is a unique, cohesive body of innovation and entrepreneurship
ecosystem supporters that work together to have a lasting positive impact on innovators and entrepreneurs
across Southern Africa. Originally founded as the Connected Hubs initiative by the Southern Africa Innovation
Support Programme in 2017, we serve as a community of learning and an innovation and entrepreneurship
support network currently spanning five SADC countries.
sainnovationcollective.org
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The Accelerated Growth for MSMEs in Zambia ProgrammE
The Accelerated Growth for MSMEs in Zambia (AGS) Programme is a private sector development initiative
funded by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland and implemented with the Zambian Ministry of Commerce,
Trade, and Industry.
AGS accelerates the growth and competitiveness of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) and
startups in Zambia. The programme works towards strengthened, long-lasting business partnerships between
Zambia and Finland. It supports co-creation activities and access to new markets locally, regionally, and
internationally. AGS targets growth-oriented businesses in Lusaka, Copperbelt, and North Western Provinces,
focusing on five key sectors: agribusiness, forestry, renewable energy, circular economy, and mining services.
ICT and education are seen as cross-cutting sectors.
agsprogramme.org

Think Africa
Think Africa is a non-profit organisation with a mission of empowering the African diaspora and enhancing
collaboration between Finland and African countries. Through their strong and diverse network of members,
they build bridges to benefit both Finland and the African diaspora.
www.thinkafrica.fi

Ambitious.Africa
Ambitious.Africa is the bridge between the African and Nordic youths who collaboratively build a sustainable
future together. They facilitate the collaboration between Africa and the Nordics by focusing on education,
entrepreneurship, and entertainment; and connect, inspire, and empower young people in all African and
Nordic countries to work together, lead the change, and create transformation.
ambitious.africa
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ABOUT

BOOST UP is a three-part support programme targeting earlystage startups that use technology to solve societal problems.
It helps entrepreneurs gain practical tools to package their
business idea and develop their pitching skills to help them
scale up their businesses.
The BOOST UP series comprises Set Up training events, Stand Up
national pitch competitions, and the Scale Up online incubation
programme and bootcamp. Eleven finalists were chosen based
on the national pitch competitions in Botswana, Namibia, South
Africa, Tanzania, and Zambia to participate in Scale Up, which
culminates in Slush and the Final Pitch Event, where the finalists
will pitch against each other to be crowned the overall winner.
BOOST UP is supported by SAIS 2, the SAIS 2 National Focal Points,
and SAIC.
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The JUDGES

Vincent Forsman
Co-Founder of
Ambitious.Africa

Johanna Raehalme
Investment Manager,
Finnfund

Vincent is a 28-year entrepreneur

Finnfund is a Finnish development financier

and university lecturer, with

and impact investor with 40 years of

experience in starting and scaling

experience in investing in Africa. Finnfund

different for- and non-profit

invests around EUR 250 million in 20–30

ventures. His true passion lies in

new projects annually. Johanna is part

creating platforms where youth can,

of Finnfund’s Digital Infrastructure and

via sustainable entrepreneurship,

Solutions team, focusing on investments

help solve the most difficult

in commercially viable high-impact

challenges of our lifetime. Vincent

businesses within the emerging markets’

has supported and collaborated with

digital value chain. Johanna has over

over a hundred early-stage startups

10 years of experience in private equity

in different African countries,

and has led several transactions into

with initiatives he has founded

growth-stage companies in the region at

such as Envisage incubators and

Finnfund, devoting her time recently to

Ambitious.Africa.

the e-commerce, agtech, and healthcare
sectors. She holds a master’s degree
in Economics.
www.linkedin.com/in/johanna-raehalme
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Pierre Jallow
Founder | Market Entry
Specialist | Africa-Nordic
Builder | Intercultural
Competence Expert

Yacine Samb
leader @Google,
Executive MBA, Public
Speaker, Board Member
Yacine has recently transitioned

Pierre is the CoFounder of Remode Oy,

from a leadership role in Marketing

A market Entry Accelerator that builds

to become the global tech giant’s

impactful and enduring partnerships

Racial Equity Lead for Europe, Middle

between the Nordics and African Continent.

East and Africa (EMEA). As well as her

He is also the Head of West Africa for Block

deep passion for diversity, equity and

Solutions Oy; Head of Africa for Fourferries

inclusion (DEI), Yacine brings with her

Oy, and visiting lecturer of intercultural

to the position her analytical mindset

competence in different parts of Europe.

and hugely significant intercultural

Pierre was born and raised in Gambia

communication experience. Yacine is

with a passion to create and implement

a board member at Abo Akademi, and

solutions that help deliver meaningful and

holds an Executive MBA from Aalto

enduring impact. As a former professional

University, where she refined her

athlete who calls Finland home, Pierre

geopolitical understanding of how to

brings the work ethic and motivation to

build solutions to a more sustainable

make positive change happen.

and equitable society.
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The BOOST UP 2021 Delegation
The Startups
Canopus Interconnections
ExamNet
Fundi App
Hendrecyclers
Imait Technology
Khwezi Innovations
MathsGee
MCS Security
PRD Logical Solutions (Pty) Ltd
Reslocate
Tetranologie Mobility
The Southern Africa Innovation Collective
Focal Point: Botswana Innovation Hub (BIH)
These Hands GSSE
Focal Point: National Commission on Research, Science, and
Technology (NCRST)
GEN Namibia
Focal Point: Technology Innovation Agency (TIA)
ITTHYNK
mLab
Focal Point: Tanzania Commission for Science and Technology
(COSTECH)
Buni Innovation Hub
Bongohive
WEAC
The Southern Africa Innovation Support Programme
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THE STARTUPS

Canopus
Interconnections

Cities around the world are facing a myriad of complex
challenges. They must find ways to close the digital divide and
ensure social inclusion and equal opportunity for all.
At the same time, there is pressure to stimulate economic
recovery by attracting and retaining talent and investment. Cities
must also respond to the need to deliver new smart services to
citizens.

Nerro Dankie
Nendongo

Canopus

Smart+Connected

City

Wi-Fi

is

a

foundational

infrastructure for Smart Cities. We enable cities to solve their
most critical problems (for example, parking, traffic management,
lighting, water and waste management, etc.) on a shared and

Namibia
Sector: Smart City Infrastructure

intelligent network infrastructure. At the same time, we enable
cities to provide its citizens with internet connectivity and
access to a broad range of city-wide services, thus making us a
multiservice solution.

nerro.nendongo@gmail.com
+264 85 281 4005
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ExamNet

In Tanzania and most of the under-developed countries; the
student-to-teacher ratio is very high due to many factors,
including financial resources and an insufficient number
of teachers.
This challenge affects students’ education and leads to poor
academic grades. Furthermore, most of Tanzania’s citizens need
to work and study from home due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
These challenges required a solution that would give students
access to learning content anytime, anywhere.
ExamNet is a mobile and web app that helps students improve
their education knowledge and problem-solving skills by
attempting different tests and getting their score and corrections
instantly after completion. It’s available on Play Store, App Store,

Moses Mbaga &
Rodgers Mbaga

and the web through examnet.net.

Tanzania
Sector: EdTech
office@examnet.net
+255 62 233 6293
examnet.net
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Fundi App

Fundi App is a Tanzanian-based startup using mobile
technologies to connect vetted and background-checked
handymen operating in the informal sector with decent work
opportunities.
We want to change the current situation of limited access to
decent work facing millions of youths with vocational skills who
are working in the informal sector. For our customers on the other
hand, locating handymen who prioritise quality, affordability,

Godfrey Gervas
Kilimwomeshi

and reliability is a common challenge across Africa.
At Fundi App, we use mobile and web platforms to bridge
the existing gap by connecting vetted handymen offering
installation, repair, and maintenance services to companies
and homeowners.

Tanzania
Sector: Professional Services
godfrey@fundiapp.co.tz
+255 75 779 9647
www.fundiapp.co.tz
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Hendrecyclers

Electronic waste is on the rise due to digitalisation. E-waste is
mostly dumped in Zambia and other countries unless it is used
as second-hand goods.
If the e-waste is dumped, it can cause severe damage to the
environment as it contains toxic metals and other materials that
contaminate land and water.
Our startup creates value out of e-waste by recycling it in a
planet-friendly way, thereby preventing disease, sustaining

Hendrix
Bundabunda

minerals, and creating jobs. Our company is to be the first to
both manage and recycle e-waste in Zambia.

Zambia
Sector: Recycling and Circular
Economy
bundabundahendrix
@gmail.com

+260 967 745 031
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Imait Technology

Local Batswana farmers use a pen and paper method to monitor
the performance of their cattle and farms. They rely on visual
inspections to determine whether their cattle are healthy and
feeding properly.
These methods are exposed to human errors, which result in
farmers losing their cattle to animal theft, disease, and drought.
To solve the problem, we at Imait Technology created the Smart
Cattle Management System (SCMS), which provides an automated

Nathan
Tshamba

cattle and farm management tool, with real-time monitoring
through our artificial intelligence platform. SCMS gathers animal
data then analyses it to detect animal diseases and animal theft.

Botswana
Sector: AgTech
nathantshamba@gmail.com
+267 71 217 604
wise.epizy.com
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Khwezi
Innovations

Khwezi Innovations was founded and registered in 2020 with
an aim to help young innovators and entrepreneurs through
an online platform where they can educate themselves about
business, innovation, and technology.
The main idea was to help these young leaders unlock and
expand their imagination and innovative ideas and assist them
in sharing these ideas with the world through collaboration and
various online opportunities. We believe that the era we are
living in allows us not just to dream but to invent and equip

Nonhlanhla
Cynthia
Mhlongo

ourselves so that we are fit and ready for the approaching 4th
Industrial Revolution in Africa.

South Africa
Sector: Healthcare and Personal
Protective Equipment
nonhlanhla72@gmail.com

+27 83 417 5780
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MathsGee

MathsGee is a platform where learners join to connect, learn, and
earn. It is optimised for Just-In-Time study support and provides
online tools for learners to monetise their knowledge by hosting
paid video lessons and receiving peer2peer sponsorships.
Edzai and MathsGee have amassed several accolades that include
the 2014 SADC Protocol on Gender and Development Award for
his contribution to women’s empowerment in education – Top 40
African; EdTech Innovations; mLab GAP ICT Innovations finalist;

Edzai C.
Zvobwo

and the SAIS–Finland Innovation Award.
Edzai has graced many local and international stages such as
the Mobile 360 North America; SA EduTech Summit, the United
Nations Youth Skills Day in New York amongst others. He was
invited to be a contributor to the World Bank Group Youth

South Africa

Summit in 2016.

Sector: EdTech
edzai@mathsgee.com
+27 78 585 8937
mathsgee.com
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MCS Security

Established in 2019, MCS Security Solutions is a trusted
cybersecurity consulting firm in Botswana, and is one of Africa’s
fast-growing players in cybersecurity.
We have earned a reputation for integrity by providing worldclass cybersecurity as a service to secure our clients’ digital assets
from various industries locally, regionally, and internationally.
We strive to empower the future with innovative cybersecurity
solutions.

June Jeremiah

Complexity is the enemy of security, with the increasing number
of disparate cybersecurity solutions failing to communicate
with one another. MCS Security Solutions leads the way by
empowering the future with our innovative Enterprise Security in

Botswana

One Platform (ESOP) to ensure compliance, gain threat visibility,
and improve protection within organisations.

Sector: Cybersecurity
jeremiah@mcscybersecurity.
com

+267 75 079 738
mcscybersecurity.com
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PRD Logical
Solutions (Pty) Ltd

PRD Logical Solutions (Pty) Ltd’s Para-Tube is an innovative
device that is retrofitted to any wheelchair and makes use of
disposable bio-degradable bags to transform the wheelchair
into a toilet with wheels.
This enables the wheelchair user to retain their dignity and keep
their independence in those most private moments.
Depending on the level of patient disability, the assistance

Portia
Mavhungu

required from a caregiver is reduced or completely eliminated.
This not only gives the patient an increased level of privacy but
also serves to prevent the caregiver from unnecessarily lifting
the patient when the ablutions are required.

South Africa
Sector: Healthcare and Medical
Devices
pro318prod317@gmail.com
+27 60 357 0231
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Reslocate

The Reslocate app is a bridge that connects students and offcampus property owners.
We exist to solve a critical issue, the student accommodation
shortage in South Africa, by being the go-to app for finding
relatively affordable, safe, secure, and decent accommodation,
and also connecting property owners with a client base to rent
out their properties.
We are a virtual friend to every young person looking for student

Lucas Mohaswa

accommodation, being only one swipe away on their smartphone.
Our app is user-friendly and efficient, and is always up to date
with all the latest information about a property. With this, we are
able to offer convenience and peace of mind, ensuring that the

South Africa

accommodation part is taken care of and giving students ample
time to focus on their studies.

Sector: PropTech
lucas@reslocate.net

+267 75 079 738

In short, we say this to our
student clients: “We’ve got you
covered. We’ve got your back.
We’ve got a place for you.”

reslocate.net
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Tetranologie
Mobility

Tetranologie Mobility is active in the micro-mobility industry.
As a mobility company, we specialise in micro transportation
solutions for your everyday life.
We have devoted ourselves to the development of technically
sophisticated solutions that offer the highest safety standards
without compromise.
The problem that we are facing is accidents occurring in

David Ndongo
Mbudhi

congested cities with high traffic. Cyclists or riders collide with
motorists at road junctions due to poor visibility. Moreover,
helmet laws are ignored by many micro mobility users all over
the world. Over 40,000 commuters and cyclists die globally each
year, so we created a smart helmet that uses technology to scale
up and makes cycling or riding smarter and safer at night.

Namibia
Sector: Micro-Mobility, Sport
and Leisure
dmbudhi@tetranologie.tech
+264 81 283 4446
tetranologie.tech
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The Southern Africa
Innovation Collective

Focal Point:
Botswana Innovation Hub (BIH)

These Hands GSSE

Country: Botswana

Country: Botswana

Botswana Innovation Hub operates Botswana’s

These Hands was started in 2015 to help diversify

first Science and Technology Park to create an

Botswana’s economy and to promote continued

environment that supports startups and existing

gains

local companies as well as attracts international
technology-driven

and

human

development.

These

Hands

recognises that the people of Botswana demonstrate

companies and institutions to develop and grow
competitive

in

extraordinary artistic, creative, and entrepreneurial

knowledge-

tendencies and that this creates many opportunities

based businesses.

for economic transformation. As a result, we aim

Website: www.bih.co.bw

to mobilise this talent to transform Botswana
into a knowledge economy. To this end, we have

Delegate:

started up creative capacity building projects to

Kagiso Koyabe

encourage technological and cultural innovation and

Phone: +267 74 522 026

entrepreneurship in rural Botswana. In the process,

Email: kagiso.koyabe@bih.

we hope to empower the people of Botswana to

co.bw

combat poverty, to take ownership of their economic
and human development, and to shape their future
through innovation and entrepreneurship.
Website: these-hands.org
Delegate:
Thabiso Mashaba
Phone: +267 74 291 007
Email: thabisoblak@thesehands.org
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GEN Namibia

Focal Point: National Commission
on Research, Science, and
Technology (NCRST)

Country: Namibia
The Global Entrepreneurship Network Namibia
operates the GEN Accelerates platform support for

Country: Namibia

women and youth-led programs in Namibia aimed

NCRST is Namibia’s national agency for research,

at making it easier for anyone, anywhere to start and

science, technology, and innovation. Created through

scale a business.

the Research Science and Technology Act no. 23 of

By fostering deeper cross-border collaboration

2004, NCRST is responsible for policy making; creating

and initiatives between entrepreneurs, investors,

and managing platforms that promote and develop

researchers,

innovation, spin-offs, and value addition research

support organisations, GEN works to fuel healthier

and technology transfer; funding; and other services

start and scale ecosystems that create more jobs,

such as registering scientists and researchers.

educate individuals, accelerate innovation and

NCRST is a state-owned enterprise that reports

strengthen economic growth.

administratively to the Ministry of Higher Education,

Website: www.genglobal.org/node/100898

policymakers,

and

entrepreneurial

Training, and Innovation. Its vision is to establish
and strengthen a national system that promotes,

Delegate:

develops, and informs research, science, technology,

Selma Nasheya

and innovation through effective coordination to

Phone: +264 818 076 022

realise a knowledge-based society.

Email: mehafoinfo@gmail.

Website: ncrst.na

com
Delegate:
Grant Raynold Balie
Phone: +264 812 844 707
Email: gbalie@ncrst.na
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Focal Point: Technology
Innovation Agency (TIA)

ITTHYNK
Country: South Africa
At ITTHYNK, we believe in making solutions that bring
convenience and thriving in innovations that are cost
effective, satisfy our customers, and are aligned with
their organisational objectives.
Making the simple complex is commonplace; making
the complex awesomely simple is creativity.
Website: itthink.co.za

Country: South Africa
Technology Innovation Agency (TIA), an organisation
that is an initiative of South Africa’s Department of
Science & Innovation. TIA is a national public entity
that serves as the key institutional intervention to
bridge the innovation chasm between research and
development from higher education institutions,
science councils, public entities, and private
sector, and commercialisation. The TIA mandate is
to provide financial and non-financial support to
innovators and inventors.
Website: www.tia.org.za

Delegate:
Raymond Ledwaba
Phone: +27 83 376 9383
Email: raymond@itthynk.co.za

Delegate:
Violet Chepape
Phone: +27 76 858 2220
Email: violet.chepape@tia.
org.za

Delegate:
Robin Bleekers
Phone: +27 723 764 651
Email: robin.bleekers@letsema.co.za

economic empowerment. The Centre enables women
entrepreneurs to move from the informal sector into
the formal sector, while generating momentum for
measurable economic and societal change. WEAC
is specifically designed to advance gender equality
in entrepreneurship through a portfolio of business
growth programmes, tools, and events created to
address barriers faced by women seeking to start
and grow their businesses.
Website: weaczambia.org

WEAC
Country: Zambia
The Women’s Entrepreneurship Access Centre (WEAC)
is an entrepreneurial community for women and
youth supported by the U.S. Department of State. WEAC
(formerly known as WECREATE) focuses on providing
a safe environment for women entrepreneurs to
gain access to important resources and tools for

Delegate:
Nambula Kachumi
Phone: + 260 979 486 575
Email: nambula@weaczambia.org
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Buni Innovation Hub

Focal Point: Tanzania Commission
for Science and Technology
(COSTECH)

Country: Tanzania
Buni is an open innovation space for Tanzania’s

Country: Tanzania

startup

COSTECH was established by the Act of Parliament No.

entrepreneurship, and the culture of co-creation,

7 of 1986 as the successor to the Tanzania National

accommodating

Scientific Research Council (UTAFITI) as a parastatal

companies. With a well-established community of

organisation with the responsibility of coordinating

400+ registered members annually, Buni Hub offers

and promoting research and technology development

practical hands-on support programmes to its

activities in the country. It is the chief advisor to the

registered members. The programmes include: Buni

government on all matters pertaining to science

Internship Programme, Buni Mentoring Programme,

and technology and their application to the socio-

Buni Community Outreach Programme, and Buni

economic development of the country, and is under

Divaz (Ladies Community). The hub is also home to

the ministry responsible for science and technology.

a mini fabrication lab for small-scale production of

It is also entrusted with the responsibility of

electronic software and hardware. The fabrication

coordinating and promoting science and technology

lab hosts a “makers community” made up of in-

development activities in Tanzania. Since 1988,

house and registered tech enthusiasts.

community

to

foster

preliminary-stage

innovation,
startup

COSTECH has been the principal advisory organ to
the government on all matters relating to scientific

Delegate:

research, innovation, technology development and

Patience Abraham Karua

transfer, and recommends its implementation.

Phone: +255 786 599 100

www.costech.or.tz

Email: pattyabraham39@
gmail.com

Delegate:
Merchades Method Rutechura

Delegate:

Phone: +255 713 672 568

Baby Promise Manase Mwakale

Email: merchades.rutechura@costech.or.tz

Phone: +255 654 991 881
Email: mwakale.baby@gmail.com
Delegate:
Edwin Paul Bakalemwa
Phone: +255 718 088 998
Email: edwinpaul502@gmail.com
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mLab
Bongohive

Country: South Africa
mLab is a tech-centred business working alongside
partners to build a vibrant, robust innovation

Country: Zambia

ecosystem. We do this by identifying and nurturing

BongoHive, Zambia’s first technology and innovation

the tech-talent among our youth, supporting

hub, was established in May 2011. It assists scalable

budding tech-entrepreneurs and their fledgling

startups of any background by enhancing skills,

businesses, and creating tech that brings about

accelerating

change and improves the lives of all South Africans.

increasing collaboration, providing a forum for

We also run a number of pan-African programmes

ideas exchange, and reducing the barriers to

to broaden the reach and impact of our participants

entrepreneurship. BongoHive provides a range of

and stakeholders alike.

startup and tech programmes, workshops, and

Website: mlab.co.za

events all focused on making Zambia Africa’s next

growth,

strengthening

networks,

hotbed of innovation.
Delegate:

The programmes have been crafted to guide

Tendai Mazhude

startups through the entrepreneurial journey; from

Phone: +2781 388 4433

the idea stage right through to getting investment.

Email: tendai@mlab.co.za

BongoHive’s partners and stakeholders include
several Zambian government entities from local to
national level, along with both local and international

Delegate:

non-governmental, corporate, and tertiary education

Sina Legong

partners.

Phone: + 2772 456 4499

Website: bongohive.co.zm

Email: sina@mlab.co.za
Delegate:
George Lupupa Mutale
Phone: +260 978 672 508
Email: george@bongohive.
co.zm
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The Southern Africa
Innovation Support Programme
Ilari Lindy
Lead Expert
Ilari is the Lead Expert at the SAIS 2 Programme. Previously, he worked as a Senior Operations
Officer at the World Bank on Digital Innovation and Development. He has served as the Senior
Advisor at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland on policies and instruments related to
innovation and information society for development, as well as in various positions in European
institutions and bodies related to digital innovation.
Contact Details:
Phone: +32 471 81 37 47
Email: ilindy@saisprogramme.org

Elina Voipio
International Programme Officer
As part of the SAIS 2 Programme team, Elina enables and supports startups and ecosystems in
Southern Africa. She is passionate about societal, environmental, and economic impact through
technology and innovations. She has a particular interest in Southern and East Africa, and she
recently relocated from Zambia to Finland. Elina is a past startup founder herself and has a
background in private sector development in Africa, global development consulting, foreign
service, and CSR. She holds a Master’s Degree in Economics and Business Administration (Creative
Sustainability).
Contact Details:
Phone: +358 40 753 3848
Email: evoipio@saisprogramme.org
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/elinavoipio

Misha Gericke
Communications Officer
Misha is a writer, editor, self-publishing consultant, and communications manager. Holding a
Bachelor’s Degree of Commerce from the Stellenbosch University, she is passionate about
exploring the intersection between storytelling and marketing as a way of positively moving
audiences to action. At SAIS 2, she is responsible for all external communications, branding
creation and execution, and the production of materials used to show SAIS 2’s activities and
results, including knowledge products, reports, social network posts, and videos.
Contact Details:
Phone: +27 79 855 5334
Email: mgericke@saisprogramme.org
LinkedIn : www.linkedin.com/in/misha-gericke-23b12234
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BOOST UP 2021 Sponsors and
Knowledge Partners
Siili Solutions
Siili is a unique combination of a digital agency and a technology powerhouse. We believe in
human-centricity in everything we deliver.
We transform visions into stand-out digital strategies, data into clear insights, and ideas into
innovations that matter. This makes us the go-to partner when seeking growth, efficiency, and
competitive advantage through digital transformation. We are known as a community of brilliant
yet easy-to- approach, honest, and hardworking professionals. We help you find what’s essential.
Then we build it. MAKE IT REAL.
www.siili.com

Norders
Norders aims to create a leading Nordic creative community, academy, and agency to stimulate
innovation and growth, leveraging the Nordic core strengths and values. The idea of the community
is to promote New Nordic cooperation, but also create an innovation ecosystem of doers to always
access the best talent for the best Nordic impact. They leverage Nordic values and design to
create new synergies with greater benefits for the whole region, both locally and globally. The
model is based on various chapters working in a lean startup model, which encourages results
that would not otherwise be possible – in a cost-effective way.
www.norders.agency

Headai
Headai is a top-class Finnish AI-enabler company future-proofing education, organisations,
and business with responsible AI. It provides a fair, transparent, and sustainable approach to
actionable analytics. Headai’s core technology is their Cognitive Text Analytics with 100% own IPR,
which enables turning data into action for better strategic decision-making.
Anu Passi-Rauste is the Head of Growth at Headai Ltd. Anu has 20 years’ experience in EdTech
business, with a current focus on building an intelligent and sustainable future ecosystem for
skills and work.
headai.com
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Futurice
Futurice is an international digital engineering and innovation company that helps organisations
transform their business by bringing together complex software engineering and beautiful humancentred design. They unleash a culture of innovation and create digital products and services
that make companies and societies future-capable. They believe technology amplifies
human potential.
Futurice has over 500 employees, with offices in Berlin, Helsinki, London, Munich, Oslo, Stockholm,
Stuttgart, and Tampere.
futurice.com

Sampo Accelerator
Sampo Accelerator provides early-stage startups in the Baltic, CEE, and Russia region with two
short-duration programmes to help them build a well-functioning business, rather than merely
close an investment round.
When selecting participants, we focus on the team, not on the business. We are a non-profit,
equity-free organisation supported by alumni. Startups in the regions we focus on often face
similar problems: having a great product, but not knowing how to make a business out of it, get
customers, and grow. We are here to help you!
By entrepreneurs for entrepreneurs.
www.sampoaccelerator.com

Courage Ventures Funds
Courage Ventures Seed Fund 1 makes equity investments in early-stage Finnish and Nordic
startups using digital technology to advance global human well-being.
courageventuresfunds.com

Hanken Business Lab
Hanken Business Lab at Hanken School of Economics is a new form of incubator aiming to help
startups, scale-ups, non-profit organisations, and individuals to achieve significant growth.
Hanken School of Economics is a leading university, with 110 years of experience in research and
education in economics and business administration.
www.hanken.fi
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Academic Work
Academic Work is a staffing and recruitment agency located in six countries (Finland, Sweden,
Norway, Denmark, Germany, and Switzerland). We are a business and career partner that helps
companies grow and provides young professionals with jobs. As we’ve grown from a small startup
to an international group of companies, we have remained committed to ensuring that our team’s
members grow and develop in their professional journey. We do this by recognising that ambition
is the key to success. We build our team out of ambitious people and We Reward Ambition, so
that the sky is the limit for every member of our team. Our values have been with us since the
beginning; “Share Energy”, “Beat Yesterday”, and “Show Heart”.
www.academicwork.fi

Aalto Startup Center
Aalto Startup Center is a hybrid accelerator offering its own incubator and accelerator services, as
well as several partnership programs. Its focus is on sustainable research-based and innovative
deep-tech startups.
startupcenter.aalto.fi

Breaks Finland
Breaks Finland enables organizations to give their people the safe, creative space and time to
stop, observe, feel, and become fearless so both are more innovative and resilient. Breaks are
series of fun, thought provoking, and activating sessions that break the daily routine and help
people think more creatively.
breaks.fi

Droppe
Droppe is a Nordic technology company that distributes work supplies and protective equipment
via its own platform. By supporting direct product purchases and deliveries, Droppe helps
businesses order top quality supplies directly from the original suppliers.
droppe.fi/en

Funzi
Funzi is a mobile learning company on a mission to deliver learning to billions of people via their
mobile devices on the funzi.mobi app. This approach combines a unique pedagogy and mobile
technology to make learning accessible to just about anyone in the world.
www.funzi.fi
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Startup Sauna
Located at the Aalto University Campus, the Startup Sauna co-working space is a focal meeting
point in Northern Europe for entrepreneurs and investors alike. It’s a 1,500-square-meter industry
hall open to everyone – no membership or previous ties to Startup Sauna are required.
It’s a regular event space for founder talks, pitching competitions, hackathons, and BBQs, hosting
nearly 100 events a year related to startups and entrepreneurship.
startupsauna.com

Gubbe
Gubbe is an awarded Finnish impact startup with a mission to ensure a happy and active life for
elderly people.
fi.gubbe.com

Peter Vesterbacka
Peter Vesterbacka is a highly successful entrepreneur and recognised ecosystem builder. Branded
communities co-created and initiated by Peter include the HP Bazaar, Mobile Monday, Slush,
and Startup Sauna to name a few. He was the Mighty Eagle at Angry Birds for many years, taking
that brand to unprecedented heights. Peter is also currently adjunct professor of Innovation
and Entrepreneurship at Tongji University, one of the leading universities in China. In 2011, Time
Magazine named Peter one of the 100 most influential people on the planet.

Business Finland
Business Finland is the Finnish government organisation for innovation funding and trade, travel,
and investment promotion. Business Finland’s 700 experts work in over 40 offices globally and in
16 regional offices around Finland. Business Finland is part of the Team Finland network.
www.businessfinland.fi/en

NewCo Helsinki
NewCo Helsinki promotes Helsinki’s entrepreneurial culture and startup activities. The
organisation provides both new and companies that have been operating for up to five years
with comprehensive basic information, support measures, and operating models for successful
business. NewCo also helps startups to acquire financing, reach out to collaborative partners, and
create networks for internationalisation. NewCo’s teams of experts offer cost-free advice in ten
languages across all business sectors.
newcohelsinki.fi/en
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